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Best wishes as always for Winter! We know it will be hard for many, including psychologists working with 
refugees in Serbia (the biggest group of displaced people in Europe) and flood victims in N Moravia & SW 
Poland. Mentioning these groups does not  mean we think winter is easy for others. 
 
 
Previously, we have looked at psychology in one East or Central European country. Here we present 
material about the Czech Republic, and also papers about Former Yugoslavia. We record attempts in both 
countries to maintain former psychology structures for exchange of scientific & practical information: the 
Biennial meeting of the Czechoslovak Psychological Association (p3), & the Congress of the Psychological 
Association of Former Yugoslavia (p9). We are also glad to publish 2 short reports of research that 
developed from B&EEPG contacts (pp 3-4). 
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PSYCHOLOGY IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC 
Material from Jiri Hoskovec, help from H Klimusova, J & I Koluchova, J Svancara, V Smekal & H Valkova 
 
The first psychological laboratory was founded in 1911 in Prague’s Czech langauge university, namely Charles 
University. The first professor was Mihajev Rostohar, and Wundt, Kueppe & Gestalt psychology were the main 
influences. Academic & professional psychology continued immediately after the postwar founding of the new 
country, Czechoslovakia. Indeed the first president, the legendary T G Masaryk, gave his name to the first 
Academy of Labour, and took a keen interest in the psychophysical institute founded within it. 
In 1926, Rostahar founded the country’s second Institute of Psychology in Masaryk University in the second city, 
Brno. Here Gestalt psychology was again a strong influence, although In both Prague and Brno, research continued 
through the 1930’s into applied psychology within a psychotechnological framework.  
 
Palackeho University, Olomouc, re-opened in 1945 with a Psychology Department, but in 1953 this was absorbed 
into the Higher Pedagogical School, and finally in 1964 into the Pedagogical faculty of the University, which 
provided the only psychology teaching and research until 1989.  
 
From 1948 to 1989, psychology was heavily ideologised everywhere in Czechoslovakia, but possibly more so in 
Bohemia and Moravia in the West of the country than in Slovakia, where they were further from the political 
centre. As is well known, the situation became more relaxed in 1967 and early 1968. For psychologists, 
cooperation with Western departments began, eg V Smekal & J Svancara in Brno cooperated with Tanner & 
Hindley in London researching longitudinal child development, and Koluchova’s internationally ground breaking 
papers on fostering children with severe special needs were dispatched to the London based Journal of Child 
Psychology & Psychiatry. However, during the ‘normalisation’ of Czechoslovakia in the 1970’s, university 
departments were very seriously depleted, as staff who could not accept the restrictions were suspended or put on 
short time and student applications & recruitment dropped in line with the credibility of the subject. The fall in 
applications for psychology was substantially more than the general disinterest in further & higher education, 
which reflected centralised economic planning that prioritised physical work, and which continued relentlessly in 
Czechoslovakia throughout the 1980’s. University teaching was largely restricted to training clinical psychologists 
and to teacher training. Research was limited to personality theory & child development (in Brno) and to mental 
health, small group cooperation & communication and work activity in Prague. In Olomouc, Koluchova quietly 
continued her politically incorrect, research based fostering policy. 
 
However, the ideology did allow some innovation, eg the establishment early in 1989 of the Palacky U, Olomouc, 
Faculty of Physical Culture with a strong psychology department training physiotherapists, leisure industry 
managers and  PE teachers including teachers of ‘Adapted Physical Education’ for persons with special needs. This 
is now a vibrant department with full international participation in many relevant research projects. 
 
All university departments have grown since 1989, Olomouc & Masaryk U, Brno each by over 1,000%. Both 
Olomouc and Brno now have new departments (see p6).  An extended 5 year degree was introduced in 1990, 
roughly approximating to the UK MA. Psychologists’ success in the new economy is reflected in the Czech 
language journal: Psychologie v Ekonomicke Praxi. General profesional respect is reflected in psychologist V 
Kebza's directorship of Stanford University’s multidisciplinary research project, ‘Healthy Dubec’: Dubec is a small 
Czech town & the project will develop parameters of psychological & physical health in the Czech context.  
 
This phenomenal growth makes legislation for protection of clients & psychologists urgent, but this could be a 
problem in a society relatively opposed to regulation.  
 
References: Schorr A & Saari S, 1995: Psychology in Europe; Hogrefe & Huber, Goettingen 
Brozek J & Hoskovec J, 1993: Psychology in communist & post communist Czechoslovakia; Psychological Reports 73; 
updated as: ibid 1995 Psychology in the Czech Republic 
Brozek J & Hoskovec H, 1995: T G Masaryk on Psychology, Univerzita Karlova 
Svancara J, 1992: Historical Perspectives of the Brno school of Psychology; Cheiron (Europe) 
  
FLOOD APPEAL: We have established a winter relief appeal, money going directly to psychologists working 
with flood victims in N Moravia (CR) & SW Poland (see The Psychologist, Dec issue p 533). Please send small 
donations (which can go a long way) to Hilary Gray - address p10. 
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PAPERS ABOUT CZECH - UK MATTERS ORIGINATING IN B&EEPG CONTACTS 
 
Czech Mate: Structural Equivalence of the Satisfaction with Life Scale: SWLS 
C A Lewis: Magee College, U Ulster, Londonderry, N Ireland, <CA.Lewis@ulst.ac.uk> with V Smekal: Masaryk 
U, Brno, CR & M E Shevlin: Nottingham Trent U, UK.   
This research emerged directly from links formed through the British & E European Psychology Group, and in fact 
was ‘paced’ by the Group’s first conference in Banska Bystrica, where we originally hoped to present our results. 
As well as contributing to B&EEPG history, the paper has interest for cross cultural psychologists & 
methodological interest for any psychologist ‘importing’ tests or questionnaires that were developed in other 
countries. 
 
The use of multiple item scales in psychological research is widespread. Usually the scores are summed on each 
item & this composite score used in further analysis. However, this procedure may hide the fact that some subjects 
are responding to items differently (eg males & females, groups from different cultures, etc). The Magee College / 
Nottingham Trent research network wanted an exploratory test of the cross-cultural equivalence of the Satisfaction 
with Life Scale (Diener, Emmons, Larsen & Griffin 1995). This is a relatively short scale, so it also provided a 
good way of investigating the practicalities of cross cultural collaboration with an East European department. 
 
SWLS: 1. In most ways my life is close to ideal. 2.The conditions of my life are excellent 
3.I am satisfied with my life. 4.So far I have gotten the important things I want in life. 
5. If I could live my life over, I would change almost nothing. 
 
In Spring 1995, B&EEPG put me in touch with Professor Vladimir Smekal & we both collected data from our 
students in Brno & in Londonderry. It was then processed by confirmatory factor modelling. Results indicated that 
the hypothesised factor structure was invariant with a relatively good fit in both samples. One item, (i4) So far I 
have gotten the most important things I want in life functioned differently across samples. Ie, aspirations of life of 
the N Ireland sample seem to have been met more fully than in the Cz Republic. 
 
Our data processing was not quite quick enough for us to jointly present the results at the Banska Bystrica 
conference at the beginning of September, in spite of the fact that throughout the summer my passport lay on my 
table with a Slovak phrase book! - The delay was the universal problem for university academics - exam marking 
occupied all June! However, we only missed by ‘a hair’s breadth’: we had in fact completed a satisfactory cross-
cultural investigation in well under 6 months. So both elements of our study had positive results. In fact we have 
since jointly presented, but almost two years’ later at the Fifth European Congress of Psychology, Dublin, Ireland 
in July 1997! 
 
I must emphasise that further international replication is still needed to fully validate the scale for cross cultural 
use. Only after that validation process can researchers have confidence in cross cultural comparisons of satisfaction 
of life using mean levels of this scale, or correlations between this scale & other variables. 
 
References 
Lewis C A, Shevlin M E & Smekal V, 1997: Structural Equivalence of the satisfaction with Life Scale: A Cross Cultural 
Comparison among Northern Irish & Czech Students; Fifth European Psychology Congress, Dublin, Ireland, 1997 Abstracts: 
ISBN 0 950457 0904 
Diener Emmons Larcen & Griffen 1985: Satisfaction w Life Scale; J of Personality 49 71-5 
 
 
Personal Information Management In The Czech Republic:  
S. R. Jones: Centre for Personal Information Management, U West of England (B&EEPG Membership 
Secretary) <Steve.Jones@csm.uwe.ac.uk> 
In my role as researcher at this Centre, I recently attempted to combine the Centre’s program of investigating 
personal information management (or ‘PIM’ - the methods by which individuals handle, categorise and retrieve 
information)5 with my own E&C European interests, through a small exploratory study into the PIM systems of a 
sample of university academics in the Czech Republic. I considered this undertaking to be both interesting and 
valid, as previous work into PIM3 has rarely considered factors such as cultural or international issues. I also felt 
the occupational characteristics of the sample appropriate, due to findings that socio-economic groups such as 
university professionals are amongst those more likely to adopt new and emerging technologies4. 
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I therefore gathered a sample of equal numbers of British and Czech subjects, with the specific aim of comparing 
the PIM approaches of UK and Czech counterparts. To reduce extraneous variable effect, (and keeping within the 
limited budget), I used a matched-pair approach to increase comparability between sample groups on the variables 
of gender and age. Data collection was undertaken via a 1 to 1 interview schedule, to determine subjects’ usage of 
12 PIM artefacts identified as relevant items in previous studies2. These comprised both  ‘traditional’ (pocket diary, 
desk diary, address book, personal organiser, calendar, appointment book, to-do list) and ‘electronic’ items 
(databank calculator, digital diary, electronic organiser, personal digital assistant, and PIM software). Analysis to 
determine any significant difference between Czech and UK subjects was undertaken via the Fisher Exact test1, 
chosen due to the nominal nature of the data and the relatively small size of the sample. The findings are presented 
here in terms of a)the number of PIM artefacts used, and b)the relative use made of each individual item. 
 
a. Number of artefacts. The use of electronic items by Czech and UK subjects appears to be very similar, and also 
very low, with  90% of both groups using no electronic items at all,  a figure so low that it prevented the 
application of even basic statistical methods. In terms of traditional items, while it appears that Czech subjects 
prefer a more complex PIM system (with twice the number of Czech subjects using 4 or more items (see Figure 1 p 
6) these were not found to be significant differences. Thus, despite the interesting patterns of use among the two 
groups, no significant difference in the use of traditional PIM item among Czech and UK subjects was found. 
 
The non-use and use of ≤3 and ≥4 PIM artefacts by Czech and British subjects. 
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b. Relative use. Considering the use made of each individual artefact, Czech and British subjects appeared to 
favour the use of different traditional items, and British subjects used more electronic items than do Czechs, but 
neither finding was significant. In fact, when the use of each of the 12 items was subject to the Fisher exact test, in 
no case was there found to be a significant difference between the British and Czech subjects at the 0.05 level. 
 
In retrospect, this exploratory study was helpful in giving insight into the use of traditional and emerging PIM 
technologies among professionals of west and east. It indicated that the use of emerging PIM items is very low 
among both sample groups, and also that there is no difference between sample groups in terms of their use of  
individual PIM items, suggesting that Czech and UK subjects are just as likely to employ any traditional or 
electronic PIM artefact. This in itself is interesting, if only with respect to the frequent subjective assertion that E 
European nations such as the Czech Republic are ‘lagging behind’ the west in such IT-related areas. Whilst I 
acknowledge the limitations of such a small study, a larger investigation currently in preparation should determine 
whether the patterns of use revealed here are substantiated in a larger and more comprehensive sample. 
 
References: 1.Coolican H, 1994: Research Methods & Statistics in Psychology. Hodder 
2.Jones SR & Thomas PJ, 1996: Psychl Research in Office Based Interaction for Develt of Commn & Infn Mangt 
Technologies. Psychologie v Ekonomicke Praxi 1-2,  59-72 (In Czech) 
3. Jones SR and Thomas PJ 1997: An Empirical Assessment of Individuals' 'Personal Information Management Systems'. 
Behaviour & Information Technology. 16: 3 Pp. 158-160. 
4.Mackay, 1995: Ownership of IT Devices in the Home; in Reader(ed): IT & Society; Sage. 
5. Thomas PJ, Meech JF & Macredie RD,1994: Information Management using integrated information appliances. In: BCS 
Graphics & Displays Group Conference: Digital Media and Electronic publishing.  
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CZECH PSYCHOLOGY TOWARDS THE MILLENIUM 
 
CESKOMORAVSKA PSYCHOLOGICKA SPOLECNOST (Czech & Moravian Psychological Association)  

 
President: Dr Jaroslav Sturme  
Tel/Fx: +421 2 862464/861736; Kladenska 48, 160 00 Praha. email: cmps@ecn.cz 
 
Sections: General and theoretical psychology; Clinical; Pedagogical; Developmental; Health.  
Working parties: Neuropsycholoy; Pastoral psychology; Psycho-oncology; military psychology, forensic 
psychology. 
Psychology Law protecting clients, subjects & psychologists: awaiting Parliamentary time. 
 

 
Jaroslav Sturme & (left) Marian Kosc, presidents CMPS & Slovak Psychological Association 
 
 

   PRAGUE: Charles University Prague, Department of Psychology, Faculty of Arts,           
Celetna 20, 116 42 Praha 1 +420 2 24491 485 Fx: 24491 484 
 
Head of Department: M Rymes; Deputy head: J Srnec 
Professional Administrative Manager: Pavel Uhlar: email: uhlar@dec59.ruk.cuni.cz Tel: +420 2 2449 1298 
 
5 year Master’s degree & professional training with specialisms in: 
General Psychology, History of Psychology, Work & organisational, Clinical, Social, Pedagogical Psychology, 
Mathematical Psychology & Informatics 
Doctoral Programs & Directors:  
General & Pedagogical Psychology: J Hoskovec; Clinical Psychology: J Srnec;  
Social Psychology: J Janousek; Psychology & Information science: J Cap. 
Research Programs: 
Conflict resolution in a democratic society: Sona Hermochova 
Mental representation: Miluse Sedlakova 
Myers Briggs indicators, Czech validation: Jiri Hoskovec 
Totalitarian & democratic educational styles: J Hoskovec & Stetovska 
Student experiences: J Balcar; Researchers’ careers: M Rymes 
Transport safety: Stikar; Secondary education: Gillernova; Stress: Machacova. 
Institute of Psychology, Revolucni 26, 110 00 Praha 1; tel: +420 2 (?2) 314772: 



Director: Milan Brichcin; Research Manager: Karel Hnilica 
Research Programs: Juvenile drug addiction; Decision making: computer networks conditions. 
 
Foundation for the Development of Psychology, Philosophy Faculty, Charles U: 
For development of research, teaching & international contacts. 
Annual award in Child Psychology, financially facilitated by Prof Z Matecek. 
 
Technical U of Prague, Thakurova 7, Praha 6; +420 2 231 7350 
 
ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 
Institute of  Psychology, Director: Dr. Lida Osecka; Deputy director: Dr. Oliva Rehulkova 
Veveri 97, 602 00 Brno Tel & fax:  +420 5 744667  
Institute of Psychology, Prague Branch, Husova 4, 110 00 Praha 1 Tel & Fx: +420 2 2314436 
Lexical approach to personality: Martina Hrebickova; Suicide: Josef Viewegh   
Self-concept temperament: Marek Blatny <latny@iach.cz>, Petr Macek <macek@phil.muni.cz> Aggression:
 Ivo Cermak <cermak@iach.cz>   
Application of typology in personality, social cognition: Lida Osecka <osecka@iach.cz>  
Anxiety, achievement motivation, coping:  Oliva Rehulkova oreh@iach.cz 
 

      BRNO: Masaryk University  Institute of Psychology, Philosophy Faculty,  
Director: Mojmir Svoboda, Arne Novaka 1, 660 88 Brno; +420 5 4112 1111 email: svoboda@phil.muni.cz 
Lubomir Vasina: human neuropsychology 
Jiri Dan, Educational counselling; literacy & dyslexia; 
Ivana Koplikova, social psychology, social cognition. 
Research: psychosomatics, neuropsychology, clinical psychology. 
 
Institute of Psychology, Faculty of Social Studies 
Director: Ivana Planova  
Dean of research: Vladimir Smekal: email: smekal@phil.muni.cz Tel: +420 5 3219 331 
Psychology oriented to social psychology, counselling & management. 
Research: Adolescence: Petr Macek; Marital counselling: Ivana Planova; 
Personality; epidemiology & longitudinal child development: Vladimir Smekal; 
Management including focus group methods: Lubomir Kostron. 
 

      OLOMOUC: Palacky University Department of Psychology, Philosophy Faculty;  
 
Director: Prof Vladimir Rehan, 771 80 Olomouc Krizkovskeho 10 +421 68 55 08/111 
5 year professional training in clinical, work and counselling psychology 
 
Research: Social psychology: structure & dynamics of group life: Vladimir Rehan. Work psychology, 
management, leadership: J Vtipil; Functioning of foster families: I Sobotkova +420 68 541 2947 
 
Department of Psychology & Pathopsychology, Pedagogical Faculty 
771 00 Olomouc, Zizkova nam 5 
Professional training: clinical and counselling psychology; psychology for trainee teachers. 
Current research: Longitudinal (2nd generation) on fosterchildren & families: J Koluchova 
education of roma children; successful counsellors. 



 
Faculty of Physical Culture, Tr Miru 115, 771 40 Olomouc Tel: +420 68 541 21 73/75/93; Fax: 541 28 99 
Chief Psychologist: Prof Hana Valkova (see p2) 
 
PSYCHOLOGY JOURNALS: 
Psychologie v Ekonomicke Praxi: Psychology Dept, U Karlova, Celetna 20, Praha 1, CR 
Ceskoslovenska Psychologie: via J Hoskovec, Psychology Dept, Celetna 20, Praha 1, CR 
 
TEST AGENCY: Psychodiagnostika spol sro PO Box 248, 601 00 Brno, CR 
 

 
 

BPS INTRODUCTORY PSYCHOLOGY TEXT IN RUSSIAN: 
 

Julia Berryman, David Hargreaves & Clive Hollin: 
Psyxologiya ii Tvoi (Psychology & You) 

In Russian, recently published by Voronezh press. 
Highly recommended introductory text to general areas of psychology, aimed at undergraduates 

& adult learners. 
 
Contact NIGEL FOREMAN for the above: (n.foreman@mdx.ac.uk) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
 
 

Neil O’Connor: A Short Tribute by B&EEPG Chair Richard Rawles 
East European and UK "Up-Date" readers will be saddened to have learnt of the recent sudden death in a road traffic 
accident of Dr Neil O'Connor. He was one of only two or three research psychologists who maintained East-West 
contact during the difficult years of the Cold War.  
 
Neil's first book on psychology from the USSR (Recent Soviet Psychology, Oxford: Pergamon Press, 1961) collected 
together 16 Soviet papers from areas such as Physiology, Speech and Education to give an impressive overview of 
current USSR research on experimental psychology. His second book (Present-day Russian Psychology, Oxford: 
Pergamon Press,1966) drew together a group of distinguished psychologists such as Jeffrey Gray and Pat Rabbitt who 
analysed Soviet work through Western eyes. 
 
Partly influenced by Soviet work, Neil O'Connor became one of the leading UK 
experts on autism, along with his colleague Beate Hermelin. At the time of 
his death, they were still  working and exploring the many cognitive presentations of autism, and publishing regular 
reports (often in the Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry) of their fascinating and enduring research.  
 
Neil's compassionate and completely undogmatic Marxism allowed him to view psychologists of East and West as 
individuals facing  similar technical problems with similar skills. 
He was always ready to give quiet but effective support to efforts at improving East-West contacts.  He will be missed 
generally as an innovative researcher and more especially by the many psychologists to whom he was an 
exceptionally kind and helpful colleague. 

 
 
 
RECENT NEWS: On Nov 24, a serious fire started in the roof of St Petersburg State University 
Psychology Department building. It was contained, but sadly caused considerable damage. 
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PSYCHOLOGY IN FORMER YUGOSLAVIA 
 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY IN THE  FORMER YUGOSLAVIA  
Slobodan P.Savelyich, Psychology Dept, Leicester University 
Modified and edited summary of Nikola Rot’s paper: Psihologija Vol.XVII, No.3  
(B&EEPG Leicester Meeting Paper 1) 
Psychology appeared in former Yugoslavia in the 15th & 16th century, first as a topic in various philosophical 
discussions. In the early 16th century, philosopher Marko Marulic from Split (Croatia), wrote a book in Latin 
devoted to psychological questions. The term ‘psychology’ was used here for the first time, probably around 1517. 
 
In Montenegro, despite very difficult conditions, psychology was already discussed in 1856 in terms of ‘psychic 
phenomena’ based on physiological processes. In 1887, there were psychology classes in several Montenegrin 
secondary schools. More enthusiastic interest in psychology as well as psychological essays in the Yugoslav 
languages appeared in the second half of the 19th century and reflected the influence of a new, empirical, 
orientation in psychology. Despite resistance from philosophical & clerical circles, empirical psychology was 
affirmed since the beginning of the 20th century. Separate departments for psychology were established in the 
1920's, at universities in Belgrade (Serbia)  and Zagreb (Croatia), and somewhat later in Ljubljana (Slovenia). 
 
The development of scientific psychology in former Yugoslavia was at first slow, but progressed steadily after the 
1945 liberation. The development was evident by the number, content & authorship of scientific papers at 
symposia and meetings, which were held regularly since 1950's. The first two congresses of Yugoslav 
psychologists were held in 1953 & 1956. The number of scientific reports continually increased from 1981, with 
even more specific problems from almost all fields of theoretical & applied psychology. 
 
There was an increasing participation of researchers from universities other than the three central ones (Belgrade, 
Zagreb, Ljubljana), i.e. from Skopje (Macedonia), Sarajevo (Bosnia-Herzegovina), Rijeka and Zadar (Croatia) and 
finally Nis and Novi Sad (Serbia). Despite this continuous progress, there have been problems, too. Primarily this 
referred to the lack of research funds, unplanned intake of undergraduate students (which eventually created a 
relatively high unemployment among psychology graduates), somewhat rigid & reluctant acceptance & follow up 
of modern developments in the psychological sciences abroad & a poor communication among applied, teaching & 
research staff in psychology. 
 
PSYCHOTHERAPY IN THE FORMER YUGOSLAVIA 
Denis Primorac, Faculty of Medicine, University of Leicester 
Based on M Popovic & V Jerotic: ‘Psihoterapija i Psihodinamika Neuroza’, Prosveta, Belgrade 
(B&EEPG Leicester Meeting Paper 2) 
Psychotherapy in the former Yugoslavia developed first in four main centres: Belgrade (Serbia), Zagreb (Croatia), 
Ljubljana (Slovenia) & Sarajevo (Bosnia & Herzegovina). It closely followed the development of psychoanalysis 
& has been frequently identified with it. Professor Hugo Klajn was practising psychoanalysis from 1925 in 
Belgrade, and  has been one of the founders of psychotherapy in Serbia. In 1938, Dr Nikola Sugar formed the first 
Psychoanalytic Society in Yugoslavia at the Faculty of Philosophy, Belgrade. In 1953 Professor Vojin Matic 
founded the first counselling service, with developmental psychotherapy as the principal method. Three years later, 
Dr Vladislav Klajn established the first in-patient department for psychotherapy. He also contributed to 
development of the ego psychotherapy with the social psychological approach. 
 
In Serbia, psychotherapeutic theory & practice were centred around various schools. The Belgrade Mental Health 
Institute, founded 1963, has social-psychiatric & psycho- therapeutic orientation. They developed small group & 
brief therapy work, family & marriage counselling, & psychotherapy of psychoses. There is also a Gestalt 
psychotherapy group from 1974 and from 1978 the Systemic therapy group. The Institute runs a subspecialist 
graduate training program in psychotherapy. From 1978, the Psychotherapy department of Avala Hospital, 
Belgrade, trains in Transaction Analysis. They practice analytic psychotherapy, together with so-called "surface 
methods" and Distributive Analysis of Mayer. They also organise the M.A. in Psychotherapy, validated by 
University of Belgrade. Transactional Analysis is also increasingly present at the Philosophy Faculty in Belgrade. 
 
Professor Stjepan Betlhajm was founder of psychotherapy in Croatia, around the same time as in Serbia. In 1953 
he formed the first psychotherapy department in the former Yugoslavia, and in 1968 founded the first Yugoslav 
Psychotherapy Association. Dr Duska Blazevic, his student, established the Zagreb Psychotherapy School, & also 
founded the first psychoanalytic journal "Psihoterapija" (The Psychotherapy). The Zagreb school now is 
psychoanalytically oriented with a long tradition in education. It is the main centre of psychotherapy in Croatia. 



They also organised the first postgraduate training in psychotherapy in 1974. Beside analytic therapy, this school 
developed training in Behavioural Therapy, Autogenic training and other similar methods. 
 
Ljubljana has two psychotherapy centres: Centre for Out-Patient Psychiatric Care & Centre for Mental Health. 
They specialise in dynamic psychotherapy, group & individual relaxation therapy, behaviour therapy, group 
analytic & supportive therapies. Both centres organise trainee consultation & postgraduate training in 
psychotherapy. 
 
The Centre for Mental Health in Sarajevo is mostly analytically oriented. Before the recent war, they had a 
continuous increase in well trained psychotherapists and developed their own school of group psychotherapy.* 
 
In the former Yugoslavia the goals of psychotherapy were to form better out-patient treatment and to develop 
psychological counselling services. A need has been identified for more detailed programs in education & 
professional training in psychotherapy, especially among psychology, social work and medical students. 
 
*The core of national & international psychological relief to Bosnian war victims - Ed 
 
10th CONGRESS OF THE PSYCHOLOGISTS OF FORMER YUGOSLAVIA,  
Petrovac, Montenegro, September 30 - October 3, 1997 
Pero SIPKA, Department of Psychology, University of Novi Sad, Serbia 
The Congress was the first meeting of the psychologists in Fr Yugoslavia, following its breakdown. More than 300 
active participants presented their works. This was a large gathering for now relatively small community of 
psychologists, suffering lack of funds for both research & travelling. Traditionally, the atmosphere was better than 
organisation, & presentations better than discussions. Petrovac, a beautiful small summer resort on the Adriatic 
coast, was a perfect choice. 
 
Among the participants were a dozen foreign guests, from the USA, Australia, Denmark, Switzerland, Italy and 
Germany as well as a group of colleagues from Macedonia & Hungary. Regrettably, there were no participants 
from the other ex-Yugoslav or Eastern European countries. Ian Parker (UK), presented a critical overview of 
Critical Psychology, and held a workshop on Discourse Analysis. There was also a well-attended memorial plenary 
in honour of Hans Eysenck, most cited foreign author in Yugoslav psychological research papers. The speaker, 
Prof Pero Sipka from University of Novi Sad, analysed Esyenck's unique but correct views on science and the role 
of scientists, which have been frequently misunderstood. Eysenk was described as a man of stance. 
 
Generally, the programme represented all basic and applied disciplines, from general to clinical psychology. Some 
research areas or unique topics such as psychology of music, psycho-social help to children, psychology of 
bilingualism, humour, comic and wit, and computer applications in psychology were of a high standing. Plenaries 
were reserved for post-war trauma, social interaction and learning, personal support system, criminology and 
theoretical and methodological problems in modern psychology. 
 
Overall, there appeared to be very few experimental or longitudinal designs or technologically demanding studies. 
The exceptions were the Laboratory for Experimental Psychology at University of Belgrade, Institute of 
Criminology and the Computer Laboratory at University of Novi Sad. Also, many of the presentations were either 
some liberal essays or studies based on the data collected for other than research purposes. It seems the lack of 
resources predominantly shapes the present day psychological research in Yugoslavia. 
 
We looked more closely at the programme by submitting it to the computerised content analysis. The results 
showed the following rank of general descriptions taken from the presentation titles: personality dimensions, child 
development, learning & teaching, school achievement, abilities, humour & laughter, computer applications, stress, 
perception, sex differences, music, bilingualism, attitudes, psychotherapy, fear, motivation, aggressiveness, factor 
analysis, criminal behaviour, language processing, etc. 
 
Does the selection of the research topics meet the urgent needs of the present, seriously troubled Yugoslav society, 
at the cross-roads, hesitating to enter the process of transition? The question is not easy, since the answer depends 
on what one expects from the psychological profession in any society. Expectations being high, the answer is 
definitely "No". Again, some exceptions exist. Studies on attitudes towards civil rights, voting behaviour, active 
learning, conflict behaviour in children, understanding of nationality in children, measuring immorality, & ethical 
values of managers, among others, show that at least some psychologists address vitally important problems 
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FUTURE CONFERENCES IN BEAUTIFUL PLACES 
 
THIRD INTERNATIONAL BALTIC PSYCHOLOGY CONFERENCE: VILNIUS, Lithuania; 30 06 
- 3 07 1998: Society for Baltic Psychology & Lithuanian Psychological Society 
Birute Pociute, Chair of the Organizing Committee writes: Although our principle purpose is to bring together 
psychologists in the region, your Lithuanian colleagues plan a meeting of truly international scope. My 
colleagues and I are proud to host this conference in Vilnius, the ancient Capital of Lithuania that has always 
been at the crossroads of many cultures. We look forward to the pleasure of seeing you at the Conference. 
Working language of conference: English Deadline for submission of abstracts: 31 12 97 
Contact Prof Birute Pociute or Rita Zukauskiene, Dept of General and Educational Psychology, Vilnius 
University, Didlaukio 47, 2057 Vilnius, Lithuania. Tel: 3702 762571 / 761890; Fx: 3702 622653 email 
<baltpsy@spl.vno.osf.lt> or <laav@fsf.vu.lt> 
 
PSYCHOLOGY TOWARDS THE 3RD MILLENNIUM:  
PRAGUE  17 - 19 09 98. Czech & Slovak Psychological Societies 
Within the biennial sequence of the former Czechoslovak Psychological Society, this conference will cover many 
aspects of clinical, social, organisational, developmental & educational psychology. Translation available from 
English. Accommodation can be arranged. Contact Jindriska Kotrlova, Secretary, Czech & Moravian 
Psychological Society: email: cmps@ecn.cz  (Tel, Fx & postal address p 5)  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
B&EEPG BUSINESS:  
AUTUMN MEETING: LEICESTER UNIVERSITY, PSYCHOLOGY DEPT., 18 9 97 
50 people attended this very successful meeting coordinated by Nigel Foreman. As well as the excellent food, East 
European wine, & chat which has become a B&EEPG hallmark, there were 2 substantial symposia: Papers about 
Former Yugoslavia: we presented 2 of these above (pp 7 & 8) with Pero Sipka’s analysis of the first Conference of 
Psychologists from the Former Yugoslavia since the breakup of the country. Here are abstracts of the second 
symposium about UK - Russia cooperation:  
 
RUSSIAN PSYCHOLOGY & UK-RUSSIAN COOPERATION 
Pam Keen: Inter-Prof/Friendly Hand: Yaroslavl-Exeter cooperation. 
Contact Pam Keen <106664.1061@Compuserve     Tel & Fx: +44 1392 841 307 
This is a child mental health project, funded by Charity Know-How, which has run 3 of its 4 years. In September 
Russian & British leaders ran 4 structured workshops in Yaroslvl on Child Abuse, Diagnosis & treatment of 
Schizophrenia, Inclusive education and New Professional Skills. The Russians then drew up action plans for the 
next year. Group members included heads of health & education, psychiatrists, paediatricians, teachers, 
administrators, and a clever 14 year old in a wheelchair who had never been in school. 
 
Susan Gregory, School of Education, U Birmingham B15 2TT Tel: 0121 414 7604 email: 
<S.GREGORY@bham.ac.uk 
This paper described a collaborative project, developing bilingual education for deaf children in Russia. The 
project began with children of secondary school age and now includes kindergarten children. Deaf as well as 
hearing people are included in developing the program. Several research projects are being established, including a 
study of deaf children’s writing in Russia & the UK. 
 
Alexandra Kozlova, Psychology Faculty, St Petersburg State U: Social Work Psychology in Russia. 
The Social Work department in the Psychology Faculty is new, & students take a 5 year course leading to a degree 
in Social Work & Social Work Psychology.  After the first introductory year, students specialise in an area of 
psychology useful to social work. Alexandra Kozlova highlighted several problems arising from traditional 
thinking which threaten to undermine the teaching: 1. Underestimation of the role that humanistic & ethical values 
play in protecting society; 2. reluctance to listen to & communicate with clients; 3. lack of interagency cooperation 
including relevant ministries. 
 
 

B&EEPG MEMBERSHIP 
 

FEES ARE DUE FOR WESTERN MEMBERS. PLEASE SEE ENCLOSED NOTE ABOUT YOUR DUES. 
 


